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Town of Cedar Point Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
August 25, 2026

The Town of Cedar Point Board of Commissioners held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting
on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 6:30 PM. Mayor Hatsell determined that a quorum was present
and opened the meeting.

PRESENT: Mayor Hatsell, Commissioners Riggs, Bray, Castellano, Redfearn, Winberry, Town
Manager Rief, Town Clerk Beyer, and Deputy Nakamura

The Invocation was provided by Pastor Ashford Sonii of Cape Carteret Baptist Church, followed
by Mayor Hatsell leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Hatsell switched items 4 & 5 on the agenda. The Consent Agenda, which consisted of the
June 28, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes, was presented for Board consideration. Commissioner
Winberry made a Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Commissioner Redfearn
seconded the Motion. The Motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

The next agenda item was a request for a protection zone from duck hunting. A group of
residents living along the White Oak River is concerned about the duck blind's proximity. Mr.
Buddy Guthrie, who owns the apartments that are adjacent to the duck blind, feels it’s too close
to the shoreline. He stated that the distance requirement is 450 feet from the blind to a residence,
and this blind meets that requirement; however, Mr. Guthrie still feels the blind is too close to
the buildings. Mr. Rief pointed out that the State would have oversight and authority over this
type of issue, but he did speak with Representative Celeste Cairns about it. She said she wasn’t
sure whether the Legislature would view this positively, but she would try to raise these
concerns.

The Board discussed the issue and agreed to ask the State to reduce the distance from blind to
residences and to ask whether the State would consider amending the regulations. Commissioner
Castellano moved to allow staff to draft a letter for Mayor Hatsell's approval and to send it to
Representative Cairns’ office. Commissioner Redfearn seconded, and the Motion passed
unanimously.

The next agenda item concerned drainage issues on Fir Street.
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During construction of a house at 143 Fir Street, it was discovered that no provision had been
made for a driveway. It was also determined that no driveway access was made for Mr. Valente’s
minor subdivision, also located on Fir Street. Mr. Rief provided an aerial photo from 2019
depicting an unauthorized driveway at 143 Fir Street. Mr. Valente’s development would require
4 driveways. The cost estimate for engineering and an updated stormwater plan is $6,000. Mr.
Rief met with John Freshwater, an engineer, who quoted $7,500 for engineering only. Mr. Rief
polled the Board to see whether the Town could share the cost. Commissioner Winberry stated
that we should finish paving all of Fir Street and, since it’s a Town road, pay for the engineering
work. Commissioner Riggs agreed. Mr. Valente expressed his interest in working together with
the engineering crew on the project.

Commissioner Winberry made a Motion to fund the Fir Street drainage engineering and permit
fees in the amount of $7,500. Commissioner Bray seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

Mr. Rief provided an overview of the proposed paving and concrete work at the park entrance,
noting that he received a quote totaling $55,000. That amount would trigger the need to send out
an RFP. Mr. Rief polled the Board to see whether they wanted to send a formal RFP or keep it
informal and local. The Board agreed to keep the bid process local and informal.

Mr. Rief then presented two alternatives for the landscaping proposal for the area surrounding
the bathroom, park entrance, and gate area, and an added garden-like feature near the bathrooms.
Commissioner Winberry is against placing any plants close to the bathroom building, and
Commissioner Riggs did not like the azaleas. Mr. Rief also noted that wax myrtles and
evergreens would be planted along the fence line, eventually concealing it. The Board agreed
with Alternative #2 for the landscaping plans. Mr. Rief also noted that the Town may hire out
some of the landscaping work and do the rest in-house. He also noted that the flowers in the
garden area would be colorful and that something would be in bloom year-round, with signage
identifying each plant species.

Deputy Nakamura presented his report, beginning with the resolution of a theft incident at a boat
repair shop. He also said traffic remains an issue, and the Sheriff's Office is working with NC
Highway Patrol to slow drivers.

Mr. Rief presented his Manager’s Report. Construction of the park bathroom building has begun,
with the block foundation being laid.

Regarding the multi-use path along VFW Road: NCDOT has prohibited the originally proposed
10’ width, noting that only an 8’ path or a 5’ sidewalk would be an option. The engineering
could be done in phases, and Mr. Rief will obtain quotes for this work.

The Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a shellfish harvesting training seminar, and Town
staff will be happy to sign up anyone interested in attending.

Mr. Rief received a call from the Post Office in Swansboro regarding readdressing new multi-
family housing, including apartments, condos, and townhomes. The postal service no longer
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allows alphanumeric addressing (for example, 135A), and the Town is responsible for renaming
and/or readdressing the buildings at Cedar Point Villas, 650 Cedar Point Boulevard, which is the
address for all the units in that complex, with an added unit letter. Moving forward, the
addressing must be 650 Cedar Point Boulevard, followed by the building letter and all units must
be numbered consecutively. The Board discussed the issue and agreed that the County will assist
with the addressing and the Town will name the street going into the Villas. This matter will be
on the Consent Agenda next month.

State laws concerning e-bikes have changed, giving Town staff some authority over them. The
new language will be effective December 1, 2026, and will be presented at the next meeting.
Mayor Hatsell noted that the bikes should have horns or some way to alert pedestrians, as they
run very quietly.

There was no public comment.

Commissioner Redfearn asked for an update concerning the Town taking over Marsh Harbour
roads. Mr. Rief said the HOA is still waiting on estimates from contractors.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. Commissioner Bray
made a Motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Redfearn seconded. The meeting
adjourned at 8:29 PM.

Jdyn¢ Beyer, Town



